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|  *yx1ENDS AND FELLOW CtTIZENSG = 
tive Gov "the: 
being not far diſtant, and 

ally arrived when your thoughts muſt 
employed in deſignating the perſon wi 
is to de cloathed with that im portant 
truſt, it appears to me proper, eſpeciallß 
ds it ma 3 


conduce to a more diftin& ex- © 2 
_* pref "the public voice, that I ſhould .. : 
no appriſe you of the refulution I have 

formed, to decline being confidered a- 
mong the number of thoſe, out of whom 3 


* 


choice is to be madldeeee. 
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I beg you, at the ſame time, o do me 
the juiticeto be aſſured, that this reſolu-. 
tion has not been taken, without a ſtrict 
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| _regardtoall the conſiderations appertain- | { 
ing to the relation, which binds a dutiful || 
|”  .,citzen to his country; and that, in with- 
| drawing the tender of ſervice which fi- | 
lence in my fituation might imply, Iam 
influenced by no diminution of zeal for .| 
| your future intereſt ; no deficiency of &|* 
| grateſul reſpect for your paſt kindneſs; | 
but am ſupported by a full conviction 
that the ſtep is compatible with both. 


Ĩhhe acceptance of, and continuance . 
hitherto in the office to which your ſuff. 
| rages have twice called me, have been a a 
Auniform ſacrifice of inchnation to opini- 
on of duty, and to a deference for What 


8 
* 


£ 


appeared io be your deſire. I conftantly- |, - © 
appeared to be your deſir ntli7y 0 


* . = : * 


* N 


whuoped that it would have been much ear. 


__ in my power, conſiſtently with mo- || _ » | 
1 


tives which I was not at liberty to difre- ||- © 
..____gard, to return to that retirement, from || 
wWwjhich I had been reluctantly drawn, — _ 
| * The ſtrength of my inclination to do this, 
previous to the laſt election, had even 
1 [ed to the preparation of an addreſs to 
declare it to you; but mature reflection 
on the then perplexed and cntieal poſ- = 
ture of our affairs with foreign nations, | 
and the unanimous advice of perſons en- 
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wr 1 titled to my confidence, impelled me to 
» | ane + 


I. rejoice, that the ſtate of your con- 
5 cCerns, external as well as internal, no 
0 „longer renders the purſuit of inclination 
incompatible with the ſentiment of duty, 
or propriety; and am perſuaded what- 
ever partiality may be retained for my _ 
ſervices, that in the preſent eircumſtan- 
I - ces of our country, you will not diſap- 
prove my determination to retire. 


Ihe impreſſions with which I firſt un- 
der took the arduous truſt, were explain- ” 
ed on the proper occaſion, In the dif... 
charge of this truſt I will only fay, hat 
-_ I have with good intentions, contributed 
towards the organization and adminiſtra- - 

1A tion of the government, the beſt exer- 155 
tions of which a very fallible judgment 
Vos capable. Not unconſcious, in the 
Out ſet, of the inferiority of my qualifi- 
_ cations, experience in my own eyes, per-. 
_ haps ſtill more in the eyes of others, has 


ſtrengthened the motives to diffidence of 


e 
1 


- weight of years admoniſhes me more and 
more, that the ſhade of retirement is as 
| necellary to me as it will be welcome. ul 


„ 


1 


F ghich is intended to terminate the career 
of my public life, my feelings do not 
permit me to ſuſpend the deep acknow- + 


in uſefulneſs unequal to my zeal. If be- 
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niefits have reſulted to our country from 
' | theſe ſervices, let it always be remember - 
ed to your praiſe, and as an inſtructive 
example in our annals, that under cir- 


cumſtances in which the 8 agitated 
in every direction, were 

amidſt appearances ſometimes dubious— 
38 A ak | fortune often diſcourag- 
ing in fituations in which not -unfre- 


: quently want of ſucceſs has countenan» 


/ Satisfied that if any circumſtances have 

given peculiar value to my ſervices, they 
were temporary, I have the conſolation 
to believe, that while choice and pru- 
degnce invite me to quit the political ſcene, 
patriotiſm does not forbid it. 
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liable to miflead, 


oy 


| Jledgment of that debt of gratitude which g th 
love to my beloved country, for the 
' honors it has conferred on me; ſtill more 
for the ſtedfaſt confidence with which it 
has ſupported me; and for the oppor- 
- tunities I have thence enjoyed of mani- 
teſting my inviolable attachment, by ſer- 
voices faithful and perſevering, though 
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Here, perhaps, I ought t t 
a ſolicitude for your welfare, which can- ' 
not end but 1 00 my life, and the appre- 1 
henſion of danger, 
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ſupport was the eſſential prop 
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pirit of criticiſm—the conſlancy 


zatural to that ſolici- - 
_ tude; urge me to an occaſion like the pre- 
> offer to your ſolemn contempla- 
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ced the ſ 
of the efforts, and a guarantee of the 
plans by which they were effected. Pro- 
foundly penetrated with this idea, I ſhall 
+ Carry it with me to my grave, as a ſtrong 
incitement to unceaſing vows that Hea- 
| ven may continue to you the choiceſt to- 
kKkens of its beneficence—that your union 
and brotherly affection may be perpetu- 
al—that the free conſtitution, which is 
the work of your hands, be ſacredly ; 
maintained— that its adminiſtration in 
every department may be ſtamped with 
wiſdom and virtue that in fine, the hap- _ 
pineſs of theſe States, under the auſpi- 
ceſͤes of liberty, may be made complete bʒßʒ 
ſo careful a preſervation and ſo prudent 
a uſe of this bleſſing as will acquire to 
them the glory of recommending it to 
the applauſe, the affection and adoption 
of every nation which is yet a ſtranger | 
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tion, and to recommend to your frequent 
review, ſome ſentiments, which are the 


reſult of much reflection, of no incon- 


ſiderable obſervation, and which appear 


to me all-important to the permanency 
of your felicity as a People. Theſe will 
be offered to you with the more freedom, 


as you can only ſee in them the diſinter- 
eſted warnings of a parting friend, who 


* 


can 


bias 


and not diſſimilar occaſion. 


Interwoven as is the love of liberty .| 
| with every ligament of your hears, no . 
recommendation of mine is neceſſary to 
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cauſes and from different quarters, much 
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poſſibly have no perſonal motive to 
Vie counſel. Nor can I forget, as | 
an encouragement to it, your indulgent 
reception of my ſentiments on a former, 


08 It is juſtly ſo; for it is a main 
lar in the edifice of your real indepen · 
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| Pains, will be taken, many artifices em- 
ployed, to weaken in your minds the 
conviction of this truth; as this is the 


point in your political fortreſs, againſt 


which the batteries of internal and exter- 
nal enemies will be moſt conſtantly and 
actively (though often covertly. and inſi- 


diouſly) directed, it is of infinite moment 


that you ſhould properly eſtimate the im- 
menſe value of your national Union, to 
your collective and individual happineſs; 
that you ſhould cheriſh a cordial, habi- 
tual and immovable attachment to it; ac- 
cuſtoming yourſelves to think and ſpeak 


of it as of the Palladium of your politi- 


cal ſafety and proſperity ; watching for 
„its preſervation with jealous anxiety; 

diſcoumtenancing whatever may ſuggeſt 
cven a ſuſpicion that it can in any event 

be abandoned, and indignantly frown- 


ing upon the firſt dawning of every at- 
tempt to alienate any portion of our 


country from the reſt, or to enfeeble the 


9 


ſacred ties which now-link together the 


various parts. 


- 


For this you have every inducement of 
ſympathy and intereſt. Citizens by birth 
or choice, of a common country, that 
country has a right to concentrate your _ 
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which belongs to you in your national | e 
capacity, mult always exult the juſt pride 1 nefi 
of Patriouſm, more than any appellation | 1s. 
derived from local diſeriminations. With exp. 
flight ſhades of difference, you have the chat 
ſame religion, manners, habits and poli- lind 
. pins rape You have in a common ted- 
1 cauſe foug ˖ and triumphed together; > | ent 
the independence and liberty you x 00 nere 

dre the work of joint councils, and joint | loo! 

| efforts, of common "_ Om | rr 
1 _ ſucceſſes. cage :: T gun 
5 5 1 8 Uh tere 
2 Bot theſe „ 1 I and 
erfully they addreſs. themſelves to 9 a 
ſenſibility, are greatly outwei 2 Fra of, was 

_ thoſe which apply more ame y 4 | ven 
your intereſt, Here every portion of our | fror 
country finds the moſt commanding „ Zle 
tives for careſ ully guarding and preſerv- req; 

0 the union of the „„ 7 
The Nond in an „ . dun 

: e with the South, protected by the for 
equal laws of a common government, flue 
finds in the productions of the latter, of .1 
great additional reſources of maritime ed! 
and commercial enterpriſe, and precious | veſt 
15 materials of eee Inc guftry.- — 2 
e ; an 


| which the Weſt can hold this eſſential a 
antage, Whether derived from its n 
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The South, in che ſame intercourſe, be- 
nefitting by the agency of the North, ſees 


its agriculture grow and its commerce 
expand, Turning partly into its oon 


5 channels the ſeamen o the North, it 


finds its particular navigation invigora- 8 


ted and while it contributes, in differ- 


ent ways, to nouriſh and increaſe the ge- 


neral maſs of the national navigation, it 


looks forward to the protection of a ma- 

I ritime ſtrength, to which itſelf is une 
I qually adapted. The Eaſt, in a like in- 
| tercourſe with the Weſt, already finds 
and in the progreſſive improvement f 
interior communications, by land and 
J water, will more and n ' 
I vent for the commodities which it brings 
I from abroad, or manufactures at home. 
. | requiſite to its growth and comfort and 


JOre a valuable 


what is perhaps of flill greater conſe- 


quence, it muſt of neceſſity owe the ſe- 


cure enjoyment of indiſpenſable outlets 
for its own;produttions-to the weight, in- 
fluence, and the future maritime#trength - 


ed by an,indifloluble community of inte- 
reſt as one nation. Any other tenure by 
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ſeparate ſtrength, or from an apoſtate 

and unnatural connection with any fo= 
_ reign power, mult be intrinſically preca: 
V OD Dn 


While then every part of our country  fiy 


thus feels an immediate and particular 
Intereſt in union, all the parts combined 


cannot fail to find in the united maſs of 


means and efforts, greater ſtrength, great- 


er reſource, proportionably greater ſecu- | lat 
rity from external danger, a leſs frequent 


interruption of their peace by foreign na- 
tions; and what is of ineſtimable value, 
they muſt derive from union an exemp- 


tion from thoſe broils and wars between v 
themſelves, which ſo frequently afflict 


neighbouring countries, not tied together 


buy the ſame government; which: their | n 


_ own rivalſhips alone would be ſufficient _ 
to produce, but which oppoſite foreign 

_ alliances, attachments and intrigues would 
ſtimulate and imbitter. Hence likewiſe 
they will avoid the neceſſity of thoſe over- 
Wo nah military eſtabliſhments, which un- 
der any. form of government are inauſ- 


 picious to liberty, and which are to be 


regarded as particularly hoſtile to Repub- 
lican Liberty -In this ſenſe it is, that 
your union ought to be conſidered as a 


2 oh 


„ F 
ſtate | main prop of your liberty, and that the 
fo- | love of one ought to endear to you the 
6! ome > 
I © Theſe conſiderations ſpeak a rer. 
ntry f five language to every reſſe c 


ting and vir- | 
tuous mind, and exhibit the continuance 
ined | of the Uun1oON as 1 object of pa- 
s of | triotic defire. Is there a doubt, whether 
reat- a common government can embrace fo 
ecu- large a ſphere? Let experience ſolve it. 

nt To liſten to mere ſpeculation in fuch a 
| caſe were criminal. We are authorized 
to hope that a proper organization of t he 
whole, with the auxiliary agency of go- , 
| 4 vernments for the reſpective ſubdiviſions, _ 
ict | will afford a happy iſſue to the experi- 
ther | ment, With ſuch powerful and obvious 
l _ motives to union, affecting all parts of 
ent our country, while experience ſhall not 
eign | have demonftrated its impracticability, 
ould. | there will always be reaſon to diſtruſt the 
wiſe | patriotiſm of thoſe, who in any quarter 
wer- may endeavour to weaken its bands. 


auſ- | In contemplating the cauſes which max 
o be diſturb our union, it occurs as matter f 
pub-ferious concern, that any ground ſhould 
that have been furniſhed for characteriſing 

as a parties by e diſcriminationss 
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Weſtern; . whence deſigning men may 


endeavour to excite a belief that there is 


a real difference of local intereſts and 


views. One of the expedients of party 


to acquire influence, within particular 


diſtricts, is to miſrepreſent the opinions 
and aims of other diſtricts. You: cannot 


{ſhield yourſelves too much againſt the 


jealouſies and heart burnings which ſpring 


from theſe miſrepreſentations : they tend 


to render alien to each other thoſe who . 
ought to be bound together by fraternal 
alléection. The inhabitants of our -wel- 


tern country have lately had a uſeful 


leſſon on this head: they have ſeen, in 
the negociation by the Executive, and in 


the unanimous ratification by the Senate, 
of the treaty with Spain, and in the uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction at that event through- 


Hut the United States, a deciſive proof 
| how. unfounded were the ſuſpicions pro- 
pagated among them of a policy in the 


General Government and in the Atlantic 


States, unfriendly to their intereſts in re- 
gard to the Mississ tert; they have 
been witneſs to tne formation of two trea- 
ties, that with Great Britain and that 
with Spain, which ſecure to them every 
ling they could deſire, in reſpect to our 
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foreign relations, towards confirming 
their proſperity. Will it not be their 

wiſdom to rely for the preſervation of 
theſe advantages on the un1own by which 


they were procured? Will they not 


henceforth be deaf to thoſe adviſers, if 


ſuch there are, Who would ſever them 


from their brethren, and connect them 


— . | | 
ich aliens? ' © 
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„„To the efficacy and permanenoy of 
pour union, a government for the whole 


is indiſpenſable—No alliances, however 


ftrit, between the parts, can be an ade 

quate ſubſtitute; they muſt inevitabl 7 
experience the infractions and interrup- 
tions which all alliances in all times have 


experieneed. Senſible of this momen- 


tous truth, you have improved upon your 
firſt eſſay, by the adoption of a Conſti- 

tution of government better calculated 
than cows former for an intimate union, 


and for the efficacious management f 


your common concerns. This govern= _ 
ment, the offspring of our own choice, 
uninfluenced and unawed, adopted upon 


full e e een delibera - 
tlon, comp etely free in its principles, =” 


the diſtribution of its powers, uniting 
_ ſecurity with energy, and containing 
within itfelf a proviſion for its own a: 
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mendment, has a juſt claim to your con 
dence and your ſupport. Reſpect for 


its authority, compliance with its: Jaws, 
acquieſcence in its meaſures, are duties 


_ enjoined by the fundamental maxims of 
true liberty. The baſis of our political 
fſyſtem, is the right of the people to make oF 


and to alter their conſtitution of govern- 
ment. But the conſtitution which atany 


time exiſts, till changed by an explicit 

and authentic act of the whole people, is 
ſacredly obligatory upon all. The very | 

'_ 1deaof the power and the right ofthepeo- .| 
ple to eſtabliſh government, preſuppoſes | 


the duty of every individual to obey the 


£ 


All obſtructions to the execution of the 
las, all combinations and aſſociations, 

under whatever plauſible character, with 
the real deſign to direct, controul, con- 


tract, or awe the regular deliberation 5H 


and extraordinary force- 


plwKẽace of the delegated will of the nation, | 
the will of a party, often a {mall but art- 
ful andenterprizing minority of the com- 
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© _aftjon of the conſtituted authorities, are 
. e of this fundamental principle, 
and of fatal tendency. They ſerve to 
organize faction, to give it an artificial | 
| to put in the 


_ munity ;-and according to the alternate 
_ triumphs of different parties, to make the 
public adminiſtration the mirror of the 
ill concerted and incongruous projects of 
faction, rather than the organ of conſiſt- 
| ent and wholeſome plans, digeſted by 
common councils, and modified by mu- 
JJ... & 


of the above deſcription may now and 
then anſwer popular ends, they are like- 
Iy, in the courſe of time and things, to 
become potent engines, by which cun- 

ning, ambitious and unprincipled' men 
will be enabled to ſubvert the power of 


— 


the people, and to uſurp for themſelves 
the reins of government; deſtroying a- 
ith | terwards: the very engines which have 
n. | lifted them to unjuſt dominion, - 


Towards the preſervation of your go—- 
vernment, and the permaneney of your 
to | - preſent. happy flate, it is requiſite, net 
icial | onlyhat you Readily difequmtenance hl. 
he | regler —— an jo. 1 
ion, | auchority, but alſo that you refiſt With 

ear the 1 5 of innovation upon its 
Prineiples, however ſpecious the pretexts. 
One method of ms may be to effett _ 
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in the forms of the conſtitution, altera- 

tions which will impair the energy of the 
ſyſtem, and thus to undermine — 655 can- 
not be directly overthrown. In all the 


changes to which you may be invited, 


as much vigor as is con 


remember that time and habit are at leaſt 
as neceſſary to fix the true character of 
governments, as of other human inſtitu- 
tions; that experience is the ſureſt ſtand- 
ard, by which to teſt the real tenden 
_ of the exiſting conſtitution of a country; | 
that facility in changes upon the credit 
of mere hypotheſis and opinion, expoles 
to perpetual change, from the endleſs vas | 
_riety. of hypotheſis and opinion; and re- 
member, eſpecially, that for the efficient 
management of your common intereſts, 
in a ac e ſo extenſive as ours, a go- | 
_ vernment ot Al 
ent with the perfect ſecurity of liberty, is 


indiſpenſable. Liberty erbse in 


ſuch a government, with powers proper- 
3 and adjuſted, its ſureſt guar- 
dian. It is indeed, little elſe than a name, 
where the government is too feeble to 
withſtand the enterpriſes. of faction, to 
confine each member of the ſociety with= _ 
in the limits preſeribed by the laws, and 
to maintain in all the ſecure and tranquil 
enjoyment of the rights of perſon and 
83˙c! 
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I have already intimated to you the 
danger of parties in the ſtate, with par- 
ticular reference to the founding of them 
on A e diſcrimations. Let me 
now take a more comprehenſive view, 
I | and warn you in the moſt ſolemn man- 


ner againſt the baneful effects of the ſpi- 


rit of party, generally. 


| _ This ſpirit unfortunately is inſeparable 
from our nature, having its root in the 
ſtrongeſt paſſions of the human mind. 


1 —"_ 3 
1 * W RE — 
# 


It exiſts under different ſhapes in all go Þ} 
Ivernments, more or leſs ſtiffed, controul- |! 
ed, or repreſſed; but in thoſe of the po- 
tent pular form, it is ſeen in its greateſt rank- | 
I nels, and is truly their worſt enemy: 


The alternate domination of one fac* |}; 
y, is tion over another, ſharpened by the ſpi- {| 
rit of reven ge, natural to party diſſe- 
tion, which in different ages and coun- 
tries has gar ane the moſt horrid enor- 
mities, is itſelf a frightful daſpotiſm. But 
this leads at length to a more formal and 
permanent deſpotiſm. The diforders {| 
and miſeries which reſult, gradually in- 
and I cline the minds of men to ſeek ſecurity |? 
quil: and 5 nan in the abſolute power of an 


and. ] individual: and ſooner or later the chief 


- 


* '» 
" 
2 
\ 
1 
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more fortunate © than his competitors, 
turns this diſpoſition to the purpoſes of 
his own elevation, on the ruins of public 
Wichout looking forward to an extre - 
mity of this king (which , nevertheleſs 
_ ought not to be entirely out of fight) the 
common and continual miſchiefs of the 
ſpirit of party are ſufficient to make it the | ſala 
Intereſt and duty of a wile people to dil- | ſtan 


courage and reſtrain it. ; 
It ſerves always to diſtract the public 
councils, and enſeeble the public admi- | 
niſtration. It agitates the community len 
with ill- founded jealouſies and falſe a- 
la: ms; kindles the animoſity of one part 
againſt another, ſoments occaſionally riot 
and inſurrection. It opens the door to 
foreign influence and corruption, Which 
ind a fſacilitated acceſs to the govern” 
ment itſelf through the channels af part 
paſſions. Thus the policy and the will 
of one country are ſubjetted to the poli- 
ey and will of another. ] an 
Ci IS gl On 
- - » There is an opinion that parties in free | gep 
countries are hl 4 checks upon the ad 


on 


lume. 


— 


OP" 


' tainiſtration ofthe government, and-faxve | 
to keep alive the ſpirit of liberty. This 


within certain limits is probably true; and 
in governments of a Monarchical caſt, 


Patriotiſm may look with indulgence,” if 
not with favour, upon the ſpirit of pa ty. 


But in thoſe of the popular character, in 


governments purely eleftive, it is a ſpirit 
not to be encouraged. From their na- 


tural tendency, it is certain there will al- 


ways be enough of that ſpirit for every /; 
| ſalutary purpoſe. And there being con- 
Rant danger of excels, the effort ought 
to be, by force of public opinion, to mi- 
tigate and aſſuage it. A fire not to be 
quenched; it 


mands a uniſorm vigi- 


lance to prevent its burſting into a flame 
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It is important likewiſe, that the ha- 
bits of thinking in a free country, hond 
inſpire caution in thoſe entruſted with its 
adminiſtration, confine themſelves with- 
in their reſpective conſtitational ſpheres, _ 

avoiding in the exerciſe of the powers 
of one department, to encroach upon 
another. The ſpirit of eneroachment 
tends to conſolidate the powers of all the 

departments 


= 


in one, and thus to 
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whatever the form of government, a real 
_ deſpotifm. A juſt eſhmate of that love 
of power, and pronenels to abuſe it, which 
 predominates.in the human heart, is ful-. 
8 to ſatisfy us for the truth of this 


polition. The neceſſity of reciprocal 


checks in the exerciſe of political pow- 


er, by dividing and diſtributing it into 


different depoſitaries, and conſtituting | 


each the guardian of the public weal a» 


gainſt invaſions by the others, has been 


evinced by experiments ancient and mo- 


dern: ſome of them in our country and 


under our own eyes. To preſerve. them 
muſt be as neceſſary as to inſtitute them; 


If, in the opinion of the people, the dif- 


tribution or modification of the conſtitu- 


tional powers be in any particular wrong, 
let it be corrected by an amendment in 
the way which the conſtitution deſignates: 
but let there be no change by uſurpation; 


for though this, in one inſtance, may be 


the inſtrument of good, it is the cuſtoma- mora 


ry weapen: by which free governments 
are deſtroyed. The precedent muſt al- 
ways greatly overbalance in permanent 
evil, 


. 


the uſe can at any time yield. 


Ok all the diſpoſitions and habits which 
lead to political proſperity, Religon and 


ny partial or tranſient benefit which 


on. 


Mor 
vain 
atr 
the 
theſe 
_ < 
y w 
and- 
not t 
vate 
be af 
pert) 
of re 
whic 


tion 


cauti 
rality 
Wha 
ence 
pecul 
both 


gious 


mora 
gover 
with 


lof fre 


ere f 


cal | 


ove | Morality are indiſpenſable ſupports. In 


ich | vain would that man claim the tribute of 


ſul- Þ} patriotiſm, who ſhould labour to ſubvert 
this || theſe: e pillars of human happineſs, 


deal || theſe 


firmeſt props of the duties of men 
OW . and citizens. T he mere pol itician, e : 


ual- 
imo ly with the pious man, ought to relve@t 
ting | and: to chertſh them. A volume could 
| a» not trace all their connections with pri- 
been vate and public felicity. Let it imply 


mo- | be aſked, where is the ſecurity for 


pro- 
and || perty, for reputation, for life, if the fonſe | 
hem || of religious obligation deſert the oaths, 
hem. || which are the inſtraments of inveſtiga- 
> dif= tion in courts of juſtice? And let us with 
ſtitu- Y caution indulge the ſuppoſition, that mo- 
rong, || rality can be maintained without religion. 
nt in Whatever may be conceded to the influ- 
ates: lence of refined education on minds of 
tion; I peculiar ſtructure, reaſon and experience. 
ay be ] both forbid us to expect that national 


o ma- 
ments 
aſt al- 


anent | Tis ſubſtantially true, that virtue o 


gious principle. 


morality can prevail in excluſion of reli- 


1 
2 


which Imorality is a neceſſary ſpring of popular 


government. The rule indeed extends 


of | FS ag 


38 ; 
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- © [with more or leſs force to every ſpecies _ 
which ſof free government. Who that is a fin- 
n and gere friend to it can look with indiffer- - 


| tion of the fabric? 


ments to repel it ; avoiding likewiſe the 


VVV 1 
ence upon attempts to ſhake the founda 


| | Promote, then, as an objeR of primary 
importance, inftitutions for the general 
diffuſion of knowledge. In proportion 
as the ſtructure of a government gives 
force to public opinion, it is eſſential 
0 0 PO opinion ſhould be enlight- 


4 - ' 
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As a very a. e ſource of ſtrength 
and fecurity cheriſh public credit, one 
method of preſerving it is to ule it as 
5 ſpari | ly as poſſible; avoiding occaſi- 
ons of expence, by cultivating peace; 
but remembering alſo, that timely diſ- 
burſements to prepare for danger, fre- 
quently prevent much greater diſburſe- 


accumulation of debt, not only by ſhun- 
ning occaſions of expenee, but by vigor- 
ous exertions, in time of peace, to diſ- 
ee, Man debts which unavoidable wars 
may have occaſioned, not ungenerouſly 
_ - throwing upon poſterity the burthen 
_ which we ourſelves ought to bear. The 

_ execution of theſe maxims belongs to 
your repreſentatives, but it is neceſſary 
that public opinion ſhould -co-operate. 


4 'Þ 


CW 7 
To facilitate to them the performance. of 
their * it is eſſential that you ſhould 
Practically 
the payment of debts, there muſt be re- 
venue: that to have revenue, there muſt 
be taxes; that no taxes can be deviſed 

which are not more or leſs inconvenient 
and unpleaſant ; that the intrinſic embar- 


the proper objects (which is always a 
choice of difficulties) ought to be a de- 
ha fs ciſive motive for a candid conſtruction of 
ngth | the conduct of the government in mak-. 
one ing it, and for a ſpirit of acquieſcence in 
it as | the meaſures for obtaining revenue which _ 
caſi - the public exigencies may at any time 
o Or rs oe 


fre- Obſerve good faith and juſtice towards 
urſe- all nations; cultivate peace and harmo- 


bear in mind, that towards 


raſſment inſeparable from the ſelection of 


e the ny with all; Religion and Morality en- 


hun- join this conduct, and can it be that good 


worthy of a free, enlightened, and, at 
wars no diſtant period, a great nation, to give 


. policy does notequally anjoin 167. en I 
| be 


ouſly | to mankind the magnanimous and too 


novel example of a people always guid- 
ed by an exalted juſtice and benevolence. 


time and things, 5 of ſuch N 225 | "2h 


n 


Who can doubt that in the courſe of 
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menen ee 
vantages Which might be loſt by a ſteady || wil 


'. adherence to it? Can it be, that Provi- wa 


dence has not connected the permanent || "cal 


felicity of a nation with its virtue? The || for 


In the execution of ſuch a plan, nothing || ter 


experiment, at leaſt, is recommended by I pre 
every ſentiment which ennobles human wh 
nature. Alas! is it rendered impoſſible it 
BB: 4 , OY 


is more eſſential than that permanent, in- of 

veterate antipathies againſt particular na- na 

tions, and paſſionate attachments for | _ 
others, ſhould be excluded; and that in 


8 place of them, juſt and amicable feelings or 


towards all ſhould be cultivated. The ty 


nation which indulges towards another ne 


an habitual hatred, or an habitual fond- | gi 
niels, is in ſome degree a ſlave. It is a . ne 
| ſlave to its animoſity, or to its affection, fu 


\ either of which is ſufficient; to lead it I be 
aſtray from its duty and its intereſt. An- th 
. tipathyi one nation againſt another, diſ- | ot 
pPooſes each more readily to offer inſult and I It 


N injury, to lay hold of flight cauſes of um- it 
pbrage, and to be haughty and intraftable, | wv 


When accidental or trifling occaſions of 


W 
5 diſpute occur. Hence frequent colliſi- 9 
Ons, obſlinate, envenomed and bloody 
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nations has been the victim. 


which is apt 


conteſts, The nation, prompted by il! 
will and reſentment, ſometimes impels to 
war the government, contrary to the beſt 
calculations of policy. J he government 
ſometimes participates in the national 
propenſity, and adopts through paſſion 
what reaſon would reject ; at other times, 
it makes the animolity of the nation ſub- _ 
ſervient to projects of hoſtility, inſtiga- 
ted by pride, ambition, and other ſiniſ- 
ter and pernicious motives. The peace 
_ often, ſometimes qa roy liberty, of 


* 


* 7 1 e 


_ . $0 likewiſe a paſſionate attachment ol 
one nation for another produces a varie- _ 
ty of evils. Sympathy for the favourite 
nation, facilitating the illuſion of an ima- 
ginary common intereſt, in caſes Where 
no real common intereſt exiſts, and in- 
fuſing into one the enmities of the other, 
betrays the former into a participation in 
the quarrels and wars of the latter, with- 
out adequate inducement or jullification. 
It leacs alſo to conceſſions to the favour- 
ite nation, of privileges denied to others, 
doubly to injure the nation. 
making the conceſſions, by unnecellarily 3 
_ parting with what ought to have been re- 
tained, and by exciting jealouſy, ill will, 
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and a diſpoſition to retaliate, in the par- 
ties from whom equal privileges are with- 
| held; and it gives to ambitious, corrupt- 
ed, or deluded citizens (who devote them 
ſelves to the favourite nation) facility to 
betray or ſacrifice the intereſts of their 
own country, without odium, ſometimes _ 
Vith even popularity; gilding with the 
appearances of à virtuous ſenſe of obli- 
gation, a commendable deference for pub- 


hc opinion, or a laudable zeal for public 


good, the baſe or fooliſh compliances of 


ambition, corruption, or infatuation, ' 


© As avenues to foreign inflence in n. 
1 attachments are 
5 ee Cue to the truly en- 


numerable ways, ſuc 


” 


lightened and independent patriot. How 


many opportunities do they affurd to 
tamper with domeſtic fattions, to prac- 
tiſe the arts of ſeduction, to miſlead pub-. 


lic opinion, and to influence or awe the 


15 x public councils Such an i attachment of 2 
| a ſmall or weak, towards a great and 


powerful nation, dooms the former to be 


the ſatellite of the latter. 


Againſt the inſidious wiles of foreign 
influence (I conjure you to believe me, 


fellow citizens) the jealouſy of a free peo- 


5 


ple ought to be conſtantly awake, ſince 
Maury and experience prove that foreign 
influence is one of the moſt baneful foes 
of republican government. But that 
jealouſy to be uſeful, muſt be impartial; 
elſe it becomes the inſttument of the ve- 
ry influence to be avoided, inſtead of a 
defence againſt it. Exceſſive partiality _ 
for one foreign nation, and exceſſive dif- 
like of another, cauſe thoſe whom they 
-aQtuate, to ſee danger only on one ſide, 
| T even ſecond the arts 
ol influence on the other. Real patriots, 
who may. reſiſt the intrigues of the fa- _ 
vourite, are liable o become ſuſpected 
and odious; while its tools and dupes 
ulurp the applauſe and confidence of the 
people, to 


and ſerve to veil an 


rela 


- 
4 


urrender their intereſts. 


I he great rule of conduct for us, in re- 
gard to foreign nations, is e 
our commercaal relations, to have with _ 
them as little political connection as poſ- bt 
| fible. So far as we have already formed 
_ engagements, let them be fulfilled with 7 
perfect good faith. Here let us ſtop, 
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Europe has a ſet of primary intereſts, 


Which to us have none, or a ver Y remote tl 
tion, Hence ſhe muſt be engaged in 
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frequent controverſies, the cauſes f pro 
Which are eſſentially foreign to our con- biz 
cexrns. Hence, therefore, it muſt be un- pric 
Voiſe in us to implicate ourſelves, by arti- | - 
flicial ties, in the ordinary viciſſitudes of l 
her politics, or the ordinary combinations per 

and colliſions of her friendſhips and en- || the 
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Our detached and diſtant ſituation in- iſin 
vites and enables us to purſue a different I H 
'-- Ccourle, If we remain one people, un- put 
der an efficient government, the period 

is not far off, when we may defy mate - 
rial injury from external annoyance— 
when we may take ſuch an attitude as 
will cauſe the neutrality, we may at any 
time reſolve upon, to be ſcrupulouſly re- 
AIpected; when belligerent nations, under 
jt the impoffh lieh of making acquiſitions | by 
upon us, will not lightly hazard the giv- bl 
ing us provocation, when we may chooſe || to! 
| * peace or war, as our intereſt, guided by em 
%%% ona 8 


Why forego the advantages of ſo pe: || na 
ceuliar a ſituation? Why quit our own to | hu 
ſtand upon foreign ee ? Why, by in- 
terweaving our deſtiny with t hat of any 
part of Europe, entangle our peace and 
FFF 
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Tis our true policy to ſteer clear of 


permanent alliances, with any portion of 


the foreign world; ſo far J mean, as we 


are now at liberty to do it; for let me 
not be underſtood as capable of patron- 
iſing infidelity to exiſting engagements. » 
1 hold the maxim no lefs applicable to 
public than to private affairs, that ho- 
neſty is always the beſt policy. I repeat 


it, therefore, let the engagements be ob- 
ſerved in their genune ſenſe. But in my 


Taking care always to keep ourſelves, 
by ſuitable eſtabliſhments, on a reſpecta- 
ble defenſive poſture, we may ſafely truſt 
to temporary alliances for extraordinary . © 


* 


d by | emergencies. CES 


y in- 


ö 
* 


> . y . 
* e l 
i Buns 
J 1 
4 5 7 * e 
: 1 


any | 


3 


pe: 


- Harmony, liberal intercourſe with al! 
I nations, are recommended by policy, 
n to J humanity, and intereſt, But even out 
commercial policy ſhould hold an equal! 
and impartial hand; neither ſeeking nor 
and granting excluſive ſavours or preferences 
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3" of Py in the toils of European am. 
bition, rivalſhip, intereſt, humour or ca. 
F!!! * 


opinion, it is unneceſſary, and would be 
unwiſe to extend them. 
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*  * conſulting the natural courſe of things; 
diffuſing and diverſifying by gentle means 


the ſtreams of commerce, but forcing 


nothing; eſtabliſhing, with powers fo 
diſpoſed, in order to give trade a ſtable 
"courſe, to define the rights of our mer- 
Chants, and to enable the government to 


ſupport them; conventional rules of in- 
tercourſe, the belt that preſent circum- 


ſtances and mutual opinion will permit, 
but temporary, and liable to be from 
time to time abandoned or varied, as ex- 
perience or circumſtances ſhall diftate ; 


conſtantly keeping in view, that tis folly 


in one nation to logk for diſintereſted fa- 
vours from another; that it muſt pay 


with a portion of its independence for 
whatever it may accept under that cha- 


ratter ; that by ſuch acceptance; it may 

- place jitſelf in the condition of having 
given equivalents for nominal favours, 
and yet of being reproached with ingra- 


titude for not giving more. There can 
be no greater error than to expect, or 
calculate upon real favours from nation 


to nation — Tis an illuſion which expe- 
». _ FAence muſt cure, which a juſt pride ought | 


8 


In offering to you, my countrymen, 
*.-_ theſe counſels of an old and affectionate 


frien 
the 
wiſh 
curri 
natic 
has 
tions 
that 
tial 
they 
rate 


full 
your 
dicta 


di 0 
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then 


CW 


ans | friend, I dare not hope they will make 
ing || the ſtrong and laſting impreſſion I could 
- ſo || wiſh; that they will controul the uſual _ 
able current of the paſſions, or prevent our 
ner- | nation from running the courſe which 
tto has hitherto marked the deſtiny of na- 
Fin. | tions—But if I may even flatter myſelf, 
um- || that they may be productive of ſome par- 
mit, || tial benefit, ſome occaſional good; that 
they may now and then recur to mode- =} 
rate the fury of party ſpirit, to warn a:: 
gainſt the miſchiefs of foreign intrigue, _- 
to guard againſt the impoſtures of 22 8 
tended patriotiſm ; this hope will be a 
full recompence for the ſoliciiude for 
your welfare, by which they have been 


Ho far in the diſcharge of * officiak 
duties, I have been guided by the prin 
ciples which have been delineated,, . * 
the public records and other eyidehees 
of my conduct muſt witneſs to-you and + 
to the world. To myſelf, the affurance. 2 
of my own conſcience is, that I have at 
leaſt believed myſelf to be guided by 
In relation to the ſtill ſubſiſting war in 
Europe, my proclamation of the 224'of  _® 
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| April, 1796, is the index to my plan. 
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Sanctioned by your approving voice, and 
by that of your repreſentatives in both 
houſes of Congrels, the ſpirit of that mea- 
ſure has continually governed me; un- 

influenced by any attempts to deter or 


divert me from it. 


Alfter deliberate examination, with the 
aid of the beſt lights I could obtain, I was 


well ſatisfied that our country, under all 


the circumſtances of the caſe, had a right 
to take, and was bound in duty and inte- 
"reſt to take, a neutral poſition, Having 
taken it, I determined, as far as ſhould 


} _ depend upon me, to maintain it with mo- 
| _ deration, perſeverance and firmneſs, . 


The conſiderations which reſpect the 


| - right to hold this conduct, it is not ne- 


' _ celfary, on this nccafion, to detail. I will 


| | A. 4 . | 42 f 
only obſerve, that according to my un- 
dacerſtanding of the matter, that right, fo 


far from being denied by any of the bel- 
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may be inferred, without any thing more, 
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manity impoſe on every nation, in caſes 
in which it is free to act, to maintain in- 
violable the relations of peace and amity 
towards other nations. C 


Ihe inducement of intereſt for obſerv-' .. 
ing that conduct will beſt be referred to 
your own reflections and experience—- _,? 
With me, a predominant motive has been 
to endeavour to gain time to our count, 
to ſettle and mature its yet recent inſti= _ 
tutions, and to progreſs, without inter. 
ruption, to that degree of ſtrength ang 
conſiſtency which is neceſſary to give it, | 
humanly ſpeaking, the command of its 
Wit 3G 


Though in reviewing the incidents !( 
my adminiſtration, I'am unconſcious ß 
intentional error; I am nevertheleſs too 

ſenſible of my defects not to think it pro- 
bable that I may have committed many + - 7 
errors. Whatever they may be, I fer“ 
vently beſeech the Almighty to avert ꝛðxx 
mitigate the evils to which they may ten. 
I {hall alfo carry with me the hope that 


my 9 will never ceaſe to view them 
with indulgence ; and that after fort, 
five years of my life dedicated to its ſe n- 
vice, with an upright zeal, the faults of ( 


* * 

y 5" 4 8 1 

69% wh £ 1 4 „ 
g * 1 

* * n 2 CI 

> „ 5 

\ 5 3 A * n 


_ 


” 


* 


* 


3s 


t BY 
42 


wa 


5 
* l 


ne 


"s 


veral 


£ 


* 


ral 


gn in 


t 


1 
* 


at 


nat 
rs to 


9 


> 


eni 


a fr 


n 


* 


0 


* 


8. 


Pat 


will 


101 


E 4 


genit 


* 


31 


1 
A ut 


* 


2 9 5 , 0 
_ => N ; : Sts es 5 2 — 1 2 
2 # * £ SEN ""W | * LIT be - _ 0 * By N : 
a 1 2 * 2 * 2 5 - — * 8 3 . Sac 


8: 


< . 


& 


en 
N 


Wion, 


0 


* 


N 
= 
* 
* 
— 
- 
45 
t 
63 
* 
* 
«Oo 
” . 


| 


a 


* 


15 


ner 


ö 


* 


go 


ny - 4 n 4 — . I "7 2 2 a 2 In * 7 "3 


A. 


f 


ve 


= 


5 2 p CO TOE 3 33 
0 % . : : *. 2 - 4 n 
: PER <7 Ks - SEE 1 2 N S ts. Xo WE 
18 7 - Y + N 4 Le 1. $84, 4-4 „ - . 5 
LES: x ES * xg. ore es nn 9 r EY PEA Rd de 7 0 5 eee 2 — 
5 , ” 9 x EEE ES * FEE , e e 
' 1 wo 2 4 8 5 ? 75 / 5 2 OR RED be” 
7 > FP * = 3 2 5 n ö e 7 
1. N %. * fs Ae, 4 . W Ara « ? r * PONY SW 2 
pb ky „ < n 8 & I n s 7 S TL 
+. nat tie A Bo Gs AY TFT... It, N Na. — 12 N 
a. a «A 4 5 Wt 1 s * 4 
4 WF. * - Fs 2 AQ 4 I x , bp , a 5 ; 


* 


my 
ruſt, 


- 
2 
pi 
7 
o 
7. 


rn 


20 


#3 


£ 


O 


8 
0 


- 


1 


ec! 
As 


— 


4 
rd 


rewa 


* 


"4 7 25 = 

' 1 

8 J . +, 

L ® 5 £4 # * 3s 
Os k a JS 


. * 8 4 8 
8 D W 2 G > 3 > 


